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CONTACT INFORMATION
Primary and Emergency Contacts
Chaperones: Alicia Gonzalez, Abby Imrem, Jill Tani, Greg Wright
Your contacts in France will be ALICIA GONZALEZ, ABBY IMREM and JILL TANI (agonzalez12@cps.edu and alimrem@cps.edu  and jtani1@cps.edu). In the event of an emergency, please dial the following teachers as follows:
Ms. GONZALEZ:

To text or call Ms. Gonzalez from the United States: 1-312-401-1961
Ms. IMREM:


To text or call Ms. Imrem from the United States: 1-773-456-7304
Ms. TANI:


To text or call Ms. Tani from the United States: 1-847-708-4781
Walter Payton College Prep

1034 N. Wells Street

Chicago, IL  60610

773-534-0034 (general school phone)

Important Dates 
Flight from Chicago to Paris ………………………….Sunday, May 15th 

Arrival in Paris ...............................................  Monday, May 16th 

Travel from Paris to Strasbourg (coach bus)… Monday, May 16th
Travel from Strasbourg to Paris (train)………… Monday, May 23rd 
Flight from Paris to Chicago----------------------- Wednesday, May 25th
Arrival in Chicago------------------------------------ Wednesday May 25th
Important Addresses and Contacts :

In Alsace (May 15-23)






In Paris (May 23-25):


Chaperones:



Students :


Entire group:


Le Gite CESAREA 


See attached


Auberge de Jeunesse Adveniat

6 rue de la poste 67150 Erstein 

“homestay contacts” 

10 rue François 1er, 75008Paris


011-33-6- 72-1- 21- 34






011-33-1-79-74-70-60



Passport

The passport will serve as your official identification that you are a U.S. citizen and it is your most important legal document when outside the U.S. You will have to show your passport to the immigration officer upon arriving in Paris. Your chaperones will collect your passport once you have passed through immigration and put it away for safekeeping until departure. 
Handling Money Abroad

You can easily get money from an ATM in Paris or Strasbourg or with your debit card at a bank. Other forms of getting money take a long time and are expensive. Make sure to check with your bank about their procedures for withdrawing money abroad. Inform your bank and credit card company that you will be in France, as many banks and credit card companies immediately put a freeze on cards when detected that money is withdrawn outside the country. 

Spending money
All meals, tickets, transportation, entries are covered by the trip account.  The only money you will need would be to buy souvenirs, go shopping, an occasional hot chocolate here or there. You can bring this in cash  (though you would have to pay the exchange fee) or on a pre-paid credit card (again, exchange fees will often be applied).
PACKING, BAGGAGE AND CARRY-ONS
· See attached packing list
COMMUNICATION 
Telephone/social media

Cell phone calls between you and your child are at your discretion but should be kept to a minimum.

You may of course also call them at the family home at night.  Keep in mind, France will be 7 hours ahead of Chicago time. 
How to call France from the United States: Dial the access code for France (011), plus the France country code (33), followed by the appropriate area code (omit the zero) and local 8-digit number. 

· dial 011 + 33 + (1-digit code) + 8-digit local number

Social media and cell phone usage by students while abroad should be kept to a minimum.

Email may be the most reliable form of communication as your child will have internet access at the host family home.

THEFT
Theft is common in all parts of the world, from metropolitan areas to the rural countryside. All students are responsible for their personal property. Students can safeguard their belongings from damage or theft by securing money, traveler’s checks, jewelry, passport, and other possessions. Students should use logical precautions; for example, avoid carrying valuables, wearing expensive clothing or jewelry, and stay in groups. A student‘s vulnerability can be minimized through actions and appearance. 

If you would be devastated and ruin your trip or others if it was lost or stolen – DON’T BRING IT!!
Important Safety Tips
1. Be cautious of your belongings that you carry, especially in crowded areas, such as buses and marketplaces, where you are vulnerable to pickpockets.

2. Look both ways before crossing any street. Paris is full of traffic, including mobylettes (fast scooters) that dart in and out of traffic and do not slow down for crosswalks. 

3. In the evenings, stay on well-lit streets and walk in pairs whenever possible. Do not walk alone at night or with strangers. 
4. Do not carry all of your credit/debit cards, cash, traveler’s checks, etc. with you at once. Take the amount of money you will need for your outing and leave the rest in your hotel room safe. 

A Couple Final Points…

1.) Take it easy the first few days. Don’t try to do everything at once. Give your body and your mind time to recover from the stresses of travel and adapt to environmental differences and cultural rhythms. 
2.) Expect everything to be different – people, customs, business, food, and daily life in general. If you are expecting these differences, you will better accept and enjoy them.

3.) Eat and drink lightly the first few days, especially foods to which you are not accustomed. Rome is justly famous for its rich and varied gastronomy, but you do not have to try everything at once. Take your time and ease into things. Little by little, your system will accept different foods.
FLIGHT ITINERARY- AMERICAN AIRLINES
DEPARTURE:  SUNDAY, MAY 15 > MONDAY, MAY 16
CHICAGO ORD > PARIS CDG       AA0042      DEP  03:25 PM             ARR  06 :45  AM   

TERMINAL 3 (DOMESTIC)     
               Sunday, May 15
  Monday, May 16
*****MEET AT AA DOMESTIC TERMINAL, O’HARE AIRPORT AT 12:00 noon*****
RETURN:  WEDNESDAY, MAY 25
TERMINAL 5 (INTERNATIONAL)  
 
  Weds, May 25
   Weds, May 25
   
PARIS CDG > CHICAGO ORD     AA0041      
  DEP  09:40AM              ARR  12 :10 PM   

TRAIN ITINERARY – SNCF
Monday, May 23
Strasbourg > Paris Gare de L’est
07h19 am > 09h05 am
Train 2404
Alsace Itinerary – Monday, May 16 – Monday, May 23 
See attached document
Paris Itinerary – Monday, May 23 – Wednesday, May 25
Day 1 – Monday, May 23
-Leave bags at Auberge
-Breakfast
-Visit Cathédrale de Notre-Dame and Quartier Latin, Île de la Cité
-Bag lunch in les Jardins des Tuileries
-Visit Musée du Louvre
-Dinner at a Parisian bistro, visit Eiffel Tower
-Return to Auberge for rest
Day 2 – Tuesday, May 24
-Breakfast at Auberge
-Visit Château de Versailles
-Bag lunch in Versailles gardens
-Visit Sacré-Coeur, Montmartre, Centre Pompidou
-Dinner at a Parisian bistro

-Sleep at Auberge
Day 3 – Wednesday, May 25

-Charter bus to airport for 9:40 am flight

-Breakfast at airport
WPCP France Program

Exchange/Homestay Agreement


April 2016
1. As a student traveler, I recognize that I am a representative of 
a. my group and group leaders

b. Walter Payton College Prep High School

c. the City of Chicago

d. the United States of America

e. and many other groups to which I belong 

(even though I may not have chosen to represent these groups.)
2. I recognize that the group leaders are responsible for my welfare and for the welfare of the entire group.  I will, therefore, listen to and follow their instructions and ensure that they know my whereabouts at all times.   This also means I will not leave the family home alone OR without permission from my host parents or group leaders.
3. I will not use drugs, alcohol, or tobacco, operate a motorized vehicle, or engage in any activity that could harm or jeopardize me, any of my travel companions, or the reputation of the program and our school while participating in the exchange.

4. I will, while in private homes or public places, including our sister school, respect the property and the rights of others, and observe the rules and regulations of the establishment and the instructions of my group leaders.

5. I will participate in all activities planned for my group.  I understand that this includes meals and outings, attending classes, as well as participating in activities planned by the family.
6. I will arrive promptly and prepared for group activities, as I realize that my punctuality and organization affect the safety, enjoyment, convenience, and travel plans of the entire group.

7. I will serve as a positive influence on my travel companions and make every attempt to help them follow this agreement.

8. I will retain an open mind about what I see and do while abroad.

9. I recognize that the rules and regulations and their consequences outlined in the Chicago Public Schools Uniform Discipline Code, the state of Illinois and the US are in effect during the entire duration of the trip.
10. I will obey the rules that my host follows in school, at home, and in public places (recognizing that all items on this agreement take precedence).
I have reviewed these points with my parents/guardians. We understand the need for all participating exchange students to agree to abide by the above items from the moment we arrive at the Chicago airport until the moment we are released to our parents upon our return.  We all realize that if I do not abide by this agreement, I may be sent home at the discretion of the chaperones and at my family’s expense, and that my family will be responsible for all financial and other consequences of my behavior.

Student name 
___________________           
Parent signature ______________________
Student signature
___________________  

Date___________________
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