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First problem: How to form a
present participle
‘Some of you may already know the rule to form the present participle of a verb, but let's review it one
‘more time here.

‘The good news is that the rule is straightforward and there are very few exceptions. For reqular and all
but three irregular verbs, the present participle is formed by dropping -ons from the form of the first
‘person in plural (nous) of the present tense and adding -ant.

Manger ->Nous mangeons ->mangeant
Parler ->Nous parlons -> parlant
Finir ->Nous finissons > finissant
Sortir ->Nous sortons > sortant

We have only 3 exceptions, 2 of them are verbs that always appear in the list of exceptions for all
tenses in French:avoir et étre. The 3¢ one is also a well-known verb: savoir (to know).

avoir ->ayant

étre ->étant

savoir -> sachant




