Writing a solid essay

Some tips from Monsieur Doherty
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When writing an essay in any language, consider some or all of the following :

Introduction

· Definition of topic

· Background on the topic

· Thesis:  what are you trying to prove?

· A “firm handshake”

· Consider it an advertisement for your show; trailer for your film

· A springboard into your swimming pool; you want the reader to want to jump in

Body Paragraph(s)

· Supporting detail

· The three legs that hold up your tripod camera 
· Your action film

· Proof that your argument is a solid one

· SPECIFIC, real-life examples, using specific names, a specific setting, descriptive language

Conclusion

· Relevance of your argument in the world around you

· How would it affect your life at school/home/work 

· NOT a repetition of your introduction or your examples…use new vocab!

· Why does this question and its answer matter to me and others?

· Why would someone want to pass this paper on to someone else and say, “Take a look at this!”

· Remember, this is the final impression you will have on your reader

J’adore le français!








