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Course Description

In French 4, the emphasis will be on building vocabulary and developing oral fluency.  For many, this will be your final French course prior to entering university, and for others it will prepare you to enter AP French next year.  For all, the goal is to deepen your comfort with, knowledge of, and love for the French language and the cultures associated with it.
The course will revolve around units based upon a particular theme.  During each unit, a chosen student (or pair of students) will facilitate a class discussion on a current events article relating to the theme.  For example, if the theme is  “the environment,” the article may be about the Eiffel Tower’s efforts to save energy by turning its lights off on certain days of the week.  The article need not focus on France or French-speaking countries; it must, however, originate in the French language.  The remainder of the unit will be spent developing the theme through varied interactive activities employing theater, visual arts, technology, film, literature, music, etc.  Each unit will culminate with an assessment which could be a test, an essay, a project or other type of assignment.  We will work with all four of the language skills - writing, listening, speaking and reading - throughout the year. 

The course will be conducted entirely in French, with rare exceptions.

Grading  Scale
40%
Theme and other assessments (test, project, essay, etc.) 
25% 
Participation/involvement (this is a discussion-heavy course!) 

15% 
Article presentations/other projects


10% 
Homework                            
10% 
Final project (one per semester)
· homework 1 class session late = 1/2 credit; more than 1 class session late = no credit
· if you are late to class and/or homework is not ready for check or collection = late (see above)
· projects/presentations will be dropped 1 letter grade for each class session late/unprepared
· students may be assigned to French enrichment to make up tests, receive help, offer help, etc.
Materials (bring to every class meeting)

· Reprise workbook 
· French/English dictionary 
· Other texts and handouts as needed

· Fun, adventurous, energetic, dedica ted attitude
· Discovering French Rouge textbook will be used in class occasionally (classroom set)
Best way to contact me:      alimrem@cps.edu

Français IV:  Les thèmes
1. l’environnement
2. le corps/la santé
3. l’éducation
4. les arts/l’esthéthique
5. la fête/les coutumes/la tradition
6. la ville/la campagne/les animaux
7. le loisir/le sport
8. l’amour/l’amitié
9. la cuisine
10. la race/l’identité/« la tolérance »
11. la politique/ le gouvernement
12. la famille/les phases de la vie
13. le travail
14. le voyage
15. la technologie/les sciences
16. la mode
-approx. 4 block periods/theme, approx. 64 block periods/year = 16 themes
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